
           Authority 
              

(ἐξουσία = ‘exouseeah’) 
Authority, the power of authority (influence) and of right (privilege),  

the power of rule, to govern, the right to exercise power. 
  

Luke 10:19, “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over 
all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”  The root of the word 
“ἐξουσία” comes from a legal term and literally means, “the permission or liberty to do as one 
pleases.” It then came to mean, “the power of one whose will and commands must be obeyed.” 
To understand this word fully we must know the difference between "authority" and "power." 
In the New Testament the translators have not been uniform in the rendering of many Greek 
words, and these two words have been especially affected. One notable instance is in our 
opening scripture where “power” is frequently used twice, even though there is a different 
Greek word in each instance. Translating the first of these with the word "authority" gives a 
clearer idea of the true meaning of this passage. The Greek word “ἐξουσία” is primarily “the 
right to exercise power.” 
 
“Authority” is delegated power and its effectiveness depends entirely upon the force behind the 
user. A believer, who is fully conscious of the divine power behind him, and of his own 
authority, can therefore face the enemy without fear or hesitation. Those who confront him may 
bear specific names of power or authority: "we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, and against powers (ἐξουσίαs - authorities)." However, behind the “authority” 
we possess, is a "power" infinitely greater than that which backs our enemies, and which they 
are compelled to recognise and obey. What is the source of our authority? God wants, “the eyes 
of your understanding to be enlightened, that you may know what is the hope of His calling, 
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints” (Ephesians 1:18). The hope 
(confident expectation) of His calling is the “authority” He has invested in you and me! 
Authority is our inheritance! What’s more, when the Lord Jesus was raised from the dead, the 
act of resurrection was accomplished through "the exceeding greatness of His power (δύναμις), 
toward us who believe, according to the working (ἐνέργεια) of the strength (κράτος) of His 
might (ἰσχύς)" (verse 19). In this working there was such an out pouring of divine omnipotence 
that the Holy Spirit, through the apostle Paul, uses four words of special significance to express 
it. The grouping and combination of these words signifies that behind the ‘fact’ of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus there lay the mightiest working (energy) ever imagined. 
 
Having been raised from the dead, Christ Jesus was exalted by God to His own right hand and 
seated in heavenly places (verse 20). And then the reason why such a mighty working was 
necessary becomes clear. The resurrection of our Lord Jesus had been opposed by the 
tremendous "powers of the air", that is, "all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world (age) but also in that which is to come" 
(verse 21). All the evil forces, of all the "ages", had been assembled against the plan and purpose 
of God. But they were baffled and overthrown. After totally defeating the devil, the risen Lord 
was enthroned "far above" every name that is named - ruling with the “authority” of the Most 
High forever and ever. 
 
The elevation of God’s people (with Christ) to “heavenly places” means that we have been 
made complete sharers of the “authority” that is rightfully His! We are made to sit with Him; 
that is, share His throne. To share a throne means (without question), to partake of the 
“authority” that it represents. Indeed, we have been elevated, for this very purpose! It is our 
inheritance! We have been given the power to exercise authority over the powers of darkness, 
and over the conditions that those powers have brought about on the earth. The key to a life of 
victory isn’t having such authority but exercising that authority!  


