
 

         SUFFICIENCY 
            

(ἱκανότης = ‘hikanotis’) 
 

To be or make sufficient, render fit, to make able, to be more than adequate,  
to equip one with adequate power to perform. 

 
2 Corinthians 3:5-6, "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as 
being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient 
as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, 
but the Spirit gives life."  
 
Note, the word that the apostle Paul repeats three times is the word “sufficient” and 
therefore, we can assume it is an important word (and that we should fully understand 
its significance - in this particular setting).  The Greek word can also be translated "to 
render fit, or to make able."  So let's see the same scripture with these words inserted... 
"Not that we are ourselves 'rendered fit' to think anything as being from ourselves, 
but our 'ability' is from God, who also made us 'fit and able' as ministers of the new 
covenant." 
 
Now remember, the Lord our God is not only all-sufficient in and of Himself, but He is 
also able to make us all-sufficient in all things. 2 Corinthians 9:8-11 proclaims, “And 
God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that you, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.”  
 
Furthermore, the Lord our God will make us able and affective ministers of life, and 
not of death. So who is sufficient for these things? We ourselves certainly are not 
sufficient in and of ourselves. And we must learn this truth, purposefully set our minds 
and hearts upon this truth, and live according to this truth. But the Lord our God is all-
sufficient! And we are to find all our sufficiency in Him. And when we do find all our 
sufficiency in the Lord, then He, in His all-sufficient grace, will make us able and all-
sufficient ministers in all things. Let us then learn not to lean upon our own sufficiency. 
Let us rather learn to set all our focus and faith upon our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 


