
 
        GOOD 

        
(ἀγαθός = ‘agathos’) 

Of good constitution or nature, beneficial, useful, intrinsically good, pleasant, 
agreeable, excellent, distinguished, upright, honourable. 

 
(καλῇ = ‘kahli’) 

Good, excellent in its nature and characteristics, and therefore well adapted to its 
ends, eminent, choice, surpassing, precious, useful, suitable, commendable, beautiful 

by reason of purity of heart and life, morally good, noble. 
 

Matthew 19:16, "Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal 
life?"   Verse 17, "… Why do you call me good?  No one is good, but One, that is 
God..." When the rich young man calls Jesus "good" (agathe), the Lord quickly points 
out that "no one is good" (agathos) except God the Father. God is essentially, 
absolutely and consummately good!  The Greek word used implies ‘that which is good 
in character or constitution, and beneficial in its effect’. However, what stands out with 
this word, as opposed to the other Greek words translated 'good', is the aspect of it being 
'beneficial in its effect'.  Let me explain - all of God's creation has an intrinsic value and 
therefore, it is 'good' (kalos), as with the animals we eat (1 Timothy 4:4).  But not 
everything will have a beneficial effect on us.   
 
Another way of explaining this is found in Luke 8:15 where both "kalos" and "agathos" 
appear side by side in the same passage of scripture. "But the ones that fell on the 
good (kali) ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble/honest (kali) 
and good (agathi) heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience."  The first thing we 
notice is that the ground is good (kali), however, this does not necessarily mean it is 
beneficial in its effect.  The fact that we have received the word in our hearts makes it 
good (kali) ground, but until we have produced fruit, there can not be any beneficial 
effect. Read on.... "Having heard the word with an honest (kali) and good (agathi) 
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience." Here is my literal and amplified 
translation...."But the word of God that fell on the right soil are those who, having heard 
the word with a correct attitude and an essentially good heart, take hold of the word 
and steadily bring forth fruit with patience (some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a 
hundred)." 

 
2 Timothy 2:3,4 says, "You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ.  For no one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of 
this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier [his commanding 
officer]."  Enduring hardship as a good soldier (militaristic commitment), is essential 
in spiritual warfare. God is looking for 'good soldiers', and the Greek word for "good" 
(kalos) implies 'one who is fit, excellent and capable'.  Therefore, a good soldier must 
possess all the correct virtues - he must be honest, committed, skilled, disciplined, fierce 
in battle, driven and hardworking. Without these qualities he is unable to bring glory 
to his commanding officer. 

 
 


