
        CHILD / CHILDREN 
 

         (παιδιά = ‘pehthia’) 
  

         A young child, a little boy or little girl, infants, children, little ones. 
 

Matthew 18:3, “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” What did Jesus mean when He 
told us to become “just like little children”? The word παιδιά (‘little children’) is used, 
which does not mean “a babe in arms” or “a teenager.” It is usually a small child - an 
infant maybe aged 4 to 6.  
 
Therefore, παιδιά (‘little children’) refers to kids who have not started any serious 
schooling, so they spend much of the day playing and enjoying themselves. Bear in 
mind that becoming like a “little child” does not mean you revert to childhood or 
become childish. So what characteristics of a little child give the clearest picture of a 
“believer in the Kingdom of heaven?”  I have found seven:  
 

1) Innocence - The apostle Paul says in Romans 1 that most people keep on 
inventing new ways of sinning. Children are not like that because they are not 
sin conscious.  

 
2) Simplicity - A child’s world is simple, straightforward and unsophisticated.  

 
3) Frankness - Children are frank but not rude!  

 
4) The power to ponder - Children find the time to ponder the beauties of the 

world; new animals, sunsets and night skies. Most adults don’t take the time to 
discover new things.  

 
5) The power to forgive and forget - Grown-ups keep grudges but children don’t. 

They can be fighting one minute and be best friends the next.  
 

6) Enthusiasm - Whatever they do, children do it with all their heart! Adults loose 
their enthusiasm too easily!  

 
7) Trust - Children trust their parents to meet all their needs. Children cannot 

provide their own food, clothing and shelter so they rely entirely on their parents 
for those things. Children haven’t lost their ability to trust. Do we trust our 
Heavenly Father as much as children trust their earthly fathers, or for that 
matter, as much as children trust our Heavenly Father.  

 


